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COMMITTEE ON RULES

Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada, Chairperson
I Mina’trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Gudhan
38" Guam Legislature

December 30, 2025

To: Rennae V. C. Meno
Clerk of the Legislature

From: Senator Christopher M. Duefias §+
Acting Chairperson, Committee on Rules

Subiject: Fiscal Note for Bill No. 244-38 (COR)
Hifa Adai!

Find the attached, Fiscal Note for the following bill:

Bill No. 244-38 (COR).

I also request that the same be sent to the respective Chairperson of the Standing
Committee, to which this bill has been referred. Kindly copy the same to Management
Information Services (MIS) for posting on our website.
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Bureau of Budget & Management Research

Fiscal Note of Bill No. 244-38 (COR)

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER 72, DIVISION 2, TO TITLE 21 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO
ESTABLISHING THE UNIFORM CONSERVATION EASEMENT ACT TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL OPTION FOR
THE CONSERVATION OF ECOLOGICALLY AND CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT LAND.

IDept.IAgency Affected: Department of Land Management

Dept./Agency Head: Joseph M. Borja, Director

IDeparlment's General Fund (GF) appropriation(s) to date:

$963,078

Department's Other Fund appropriation(s} to date: Land Survey Revelving Fund

§2,848,009

Total Department/Agency Appropriation(s) to date: $3,811,087
""""" = Special Fund: _ Total:

FY 2025 Unreserved Fund Balance 50 50 50
FY 2026 Adopied Revenues $0 $0 80
FY 2026 Appro. (P.L. 38-60) $0 50 30
Sub-total: $0 $0 50
Less appropriation in Bill $0 $0 &l |
Total: $0 $0 50

pact of B
Oae Full For Remainder of
. FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029 FY 2030
Fiscal Year . :
(if applicable)
General Fund $0 $0 §0 $0 50 503
Special Fund 50 $0 50 $0 $0 sof
Total T $0 50 50 50 so]
1. Does the bill contain “revenue generating” provisions? X1 Yes {1 No
If Yes, see attachment
2. Is amount appropriated adequate to fund the intent of the appropriation? Xl NIA Il Yes /1 No
If no, what is the additional amount required? $ Xt NIA
3. Does the Bill establish a new program/agency? 11 Yes fX/ No
If yes, will the program duplicate existing programs/agencies? Xt NIA /1 Yes I/ No
Is there a federal mandate to establish the program/agency? 11 Yes fX/ No
4, Will the enactment of this Bill require new physical facilities? 11 Yes X! No
5. Was Fiscal Note coordinated with the affected dept/agency? If no, indicate reason: 11 Yes X/ No
X! Requested agency comments not received by due date: Department of Land Management ! { Other
Analyst: L  Date: 13_11 wAl1g Direct Dsate:
MicHellt Pineda, BMA I E Lester L. Carlson, Jr., Piregtor B{'c 3 ﬂ mﬁ

A

Notes:
¥ See Additional Comments.




BUREAU OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT RESEARCH
COMMENTS ON BILL NO. 244-38 (COR)

Bill No. 244-38 intends to add a new Chapter 72, Division 2, to Title 21 of the Guam Code Annotated,
relative to establishing the Uniform Conservation Easement Act to provide an additional option for the
conservation of ecologically and culturally significant land.

I Liheslaturan Guahan finds that conservation easements are one method used throughout the U.S. to
protect ecologically and culturally sensitive areas. Under the easement, landowners retain full title to
their property and are given flexibility to negotiate objectives that meet both the landowner’s and the
government agency or non-profit organization’s interests, goals, and expectations, while offering the
landowner abatements in real property taxes. In exchange for these abatements, the subject property
must be utilized for compatible uses, which may include economic or revenue-generating activities that
promote eco-tourism, sustainability, and culture.

Revenues from Real Property Tax collections are currently deposited into the Territorial Educational
Facilities Fund (TEFF), which is to be used exclusively for public school needs. Should the proposed
legislation be enacted, the Bureau anticipates a potential fiscal impact to the TEFF, resulting from the
Real Property Tax abatements on all properties included within a conservation easement. However,
absent comment from DLM and information relative to the number of properties that qualify for a
conservation easement, the Bureau is unable to ascertain a specific fiscal impact at this time.



